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Essay

Pilipinas Shell Foundation, Inc. (PSFI), the social development arm of Shell companies in the Philippines, transforms lives and cultivates a future filled with opportunities by uplifting
and empowering individuals and communities. From its humble beginnings in 1982 and starting with five (5) programs, PSFI has grown in impact and reach. Now, the Foundation
currently sustains over 30 programs nationwide.

Among the key priority areas of PSFI is food security and nutrition and the through the initiatives Shell Training Farms, Integrated Farming Bio-Systems (IFBS) and the Palawan
Eco-Agro Park (PEAP), the Foundation provides farmers with training and resources to increase their knowledge on sustainable agriculture practices and farm entrepreneurship.

Shell Training Farms

In 1991, PSFI established the first Shell Training Farm in Camarines Sur to assist low-income smallholder farmers in the Bicol Region. With the same intent to support farmers in
Luzon, the Foundation established the Shell Training Farm in Pililla, Rizal in 2008. Another was established in Palawan as part of the Palawan Eco-Agro Park (PEAP). Aside from
capacity building initiatives, Shell Training Farms also link farmers-beneficiaries to potential produce buyers to increase their sales and income. In 2022, the program continued with
the following milestones:

 336 farmers were trained in IFBS;

 124 were upskilled in business management, financial management, and food processing;

 100 rice farmers were trained in producing high-quality inbred rice and in farm mechanization at the Bombon site;

 53% increase in farmers’ income and a 56% increase in farm production among the trained farmers who received farm inputs;

 11 staff and crew of 2 Shell Mobility stations in Cavite also acquired skills in urban vegetable gardening under the Pililla micro-farm project. They were able to harvest 172 kgs of
vegetables.

Integrated Farming Bio-Systems (IFBS)

IFBS is one of PSFI’s longest-standing initiatives, designed to train farmers on appropriate farming technologies and enhance farm entrepreneurship skills. In 2022, IFBS has
achieved the following:

 Angat-Buhay beneficiaries in 11 Municipalities in Camarines Sur, with 336 graduates;

 5 farmer groups received infrastructure, equipment and input support;

 170 farmers increased their land use;

 Further upskilling was conducted for 136 selected graduates of the program on topics ranging from seedling production and nursery management, basic bookkeeping, to
vegetable food processing;

 The program also released interventions worth PHP 888,930 intended for community farm development projects and other agricultural initiatives;

 20,140 farmers trained.

Palawan Eco-Agro Park (PEAP)

PEAP serves as a sustainable training, demonstration, and information center for agricultural and entrepreneurial opportunities fit for Palawan’s growing economy and vulnerable
environment.

To further support its objectives, the PEAP launched the El Nido Food Terminal (ENFT) North Branch in January 2022 to help farmers sell their produce at reasonable prices and
lower the costs of agricultural commodities in El Nido. The food terminal, operated by the Asosasyon ng mga Magsasaka at Mangingisda sa Munisipyo ng El Nido, Inc. (AMMMENI)
garnered a total sales in the amount of Php 7.31 million. Some of the key achievements include:

 331 farmers increased their income by at least 20%’

 61 farmers applied skills in ENFT operations;

 345 farmers applied organic farming practices in their own farms;

 532 farmers increased sales from ENFT operations;

Beyond agriculture, PSFI’s impact extends into areas such as health and safety, education, livelihood, and environmental conservation. Its holistic approach to social development
addresses the interconnected challenges faced by vulnerable communities in the country, paving the way for meaningful and lasting change.
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