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Essay

Elements of progress is a 500+ page corporate history written to commemorate Rio Tinto’s first 150 years in operation. The book was created to inform and inspire current and
future employees and customers and to ensure the company’s story is documented for posterity.

Over the past 150 years Rio Tinto has played a significant role in driving economic and social progress around the world and, though there is much to be proud of, the company has
faced many challenges and made mistakes. This book is an honest attempt to address the company’s successes and failures and examine the defining moments that have made
Rio Tinto the company it is today. The book is the first of its kind to tell the company’s story from its founding in Spain in 1873 and through its global expansion, capturing how it has
transformed industries, built cities and influenced the lives of people around the world.

The stories of the many companies that came together to create Rio Tinto have been brought to life with beautiful full-scale imagery, including never-before-seen colourised
photography. Scattered throughout the book are a series of short stories, enabling time-poor readers the opportunity to dive in and out of the book and uncover some of its most
surprising moment.

Since the book’s launch in late 2023 there has been great demand from current and former employees, and customers, and the book is now being translated into Chinese and
Quebecois French.
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