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Essay

Lung cancer remains the leading cause of cancer-related deaths in the Philippines, with almost 21,000 deaths and over 23,000 new cases reported in 2022 alone. Over 62% of

these diagnoses occur at advanced stages, contributing to low survival rates and a heavy burden on families.

Recognizing this crisis, AstraZeneca joined forces with the Global Lung Cancer Coalition and Guardant Health to launch the Lung Ambition Alliance (LAA) in 2019. A global coalition,

LAA has one ambitious mission: eradicating lung cancer as a cause of death.

To fulfill its mission, LAA prioritizes three key pillars:

Increasing screening and early diagnosis to extend survival rates.

Advancing innovative therapeutics to provide patients with the best treatment outcomes.

Improving access to quality care by bridging gaps in healthcare systems and promoting equity.

Partnerships Driving Success

AstraZeneca Philippines leads the LAA locally, mobilizing strong collaborations with diverse partners to enact meaningful changes:

Qure.ai: Deployed AI for accurate lung nodule detection, streamlining early diagnosis.

Cancer Coalition Philippines: Advocated for inclusive care policies and broke stigmas surrounding lung cancer.

Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP): leveraged its network to boost awareness and access to early lung cancer screening.

Healthcare Institutions: Strengthened cancer care by developing programs and offerings to make lung cancer diagnostics and treatments more accessible.

>AC Health (Healthway Cancer Care Hospital, QualiMed)

>Asian Hospital and Medical Center

>Aventus Medical and Intellicare

>Cardinal Santos Medical Center

>De La Salle University Medical Center

>Hi-Precision Diagnostics

>Lung Center of the Philippines

>St. Luke’s Medical Center Quezon City

Government and Diplomatic Support: Strong backing from national and local health institutions; key stakeholders at the national and local legislative levels.

Innovative Solutions in Lung Cancer Detection and Care

Through LAA, AstraZeneca spearheads initiatives that combine cutting-edge technology, grassroots education, and a systems-wide approach to lung cancer care:

>AI-Assisted Screening Technology:

Used AI-powered tools developed by Qure.ai, which identifies early-stage lung nodules efficiently, enabling timely intervention.

>Screen to Beat Lung Cancer Program:

An end-to-end ecosystem focused on early screening, accurate diagnosis, and affordable treatments for lung cancer.

Programs targeted Metro Manila, Central Luzon, and the Southern Tagalog region to bridge healthcare gaps.

Measurable Impact

Through its innovative strategies and advocacy, the Lung Ambition Alliance has achieved these results:

Increased Lung Cancer Awareness and Enhanced Detection Rates through AI

>In 2025, delivered a lung health campaign focused on lung cancer and tuberculosis awareness.

>This initiative screened 1,079,131 patients using AI-assisted screening tools developed by Qure.ai, surpassing the company’s commitment to screen at least 1 million Filipino

patients by 2026—achieving this milestone a year ahead of schedule.

>The campaign identified 12,003 as high-risk cases, scheduled 70 patients for low-dose computed tomography (LDCT), and confirmed two lung cancer diagnoses.

Reduced Patient Burden:

>Assisted in lowering out-of-pocket expenses for screening, diagnosis, and treatment for patients in need by extending access to sources of financial assistance and free

diagnostics for patients detected to be at high risk for nodules.

Policy and Advocacy Contributions:

>Actively supported implementing the National Integrated Cancer Control Act (NICCA).

>Pursued efforts aligned with the UN SDG 3 to reduce deaths from non-communicable diseases.

Future Plans

The Lung Ambition Alliance has set ambitious goals for the future:

>Expand AI Technology Use: Double the number of screenings by 2025 to reach 560,000 patients nationwide.

>Reduce Mortality Rates through education, policy reforms, and equitable care systems.

>Replicable Global Models: Develop frameworks that can be adopted by other developing countries facing similar challenges in cancer care.
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Through innovation, collaboration, and advocacy, AstraZeneca Philippines seeks to bridge disparities, empower communities, and forge a future where lung cancer outcomes are no

longer a matter of circumstance but a triumph of collective effort.

For this category please provide

An essay of up to 625 words describing the nominated organization's innovative achievements since July 1 2022, OR a video of up to five (5)

minutes in length illustrating the same.  Describe the organization's innovative achievements in at least three (3) of the following areas:

organizational management, corporate social responsibility, financial management, corporate communications, customer service, human resources

and employee development, information technology, marketing, product design & development, and research & development.

Optional (but highly recommended), a collection of supporting files and web addresses that you may upload to our server to support your entry

and provide more background information to the judges.

Do You Have Supporting Files You Would Like to Upload?

Yes

Audio (Mp3), Documents (PDFs, Word, PowerPoints), Images (PNG, JPG, TIF), and Video (Mp4) 

200 MB Max per File
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File 5
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File 8

No File Uploaded

File 9

No File Uploaded

File 10
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