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Essay

Filipinos have a deep appreciation for compelling narratives, especially those featuring modern-day heroes like Olympians. The Philippine delegation to the Olympic Games Paris

2024 was one of the largest in history, making it the perfect opportunity for Smart to showcase the athletes’ journey.

In line with PLDT and Smart’s advocacy to uplift the lives of Filipinos through sports and support the MVP Sports Foundation’s mission to develop world-class athletes, the group

produced ‘Puso in Paris 2024,’ a four-part documentary series capturing the behind-the-scenes journey of the country’s top Olympians. The series provided an intimate look into the

athletes’ lives, revealing the rigorous physical preparation, mental toughness, discipline, and unrelenting passion required to compete on the world stage.

Beyond storytelling, ‘Puso in Paris 2024’ underscored Smart’s belief that sports serve as a unifying force and a great equalizer—bringing Filipinos together, fostering meaningful

connections, and igniting a shared sense of national pride during the Olympic season.

Innovation and Impact:

‘Puso in Paris 2024’ redefined lifestyle storytelling by merging high-quality production with deeply personal narratives. Key innovations include:

• Authentic Storytelling: Real-life accounts of Olympians, showcasing raw emotions and experiences.

• High-Quality Production: Cinematic visuals and immersive sound design for an engaging viewer experience.

• Diverse Representation: Helped highlight key gender narratives, such as Carlos Yulo’s journey in gymnastics—an event often perceived as feminine—where he has excelled and

won gold medals for the Philippines.

Likewise, it showcased Filipina athletes excelling in boxing and weightlifting, breaking barriers alongside their male counterparts.

• Multi-Platform Distribution: Aired on Smart Sports and Puso Pilipinas Facebook pages, YouTube, and the Smart Livestream App.

• Thematic Depth: Highlighting resilience, teamwork, and the importance of strong support systems.

Production Challenges and Opportunities:

From March to April 2024, the production team meticulously planned logistics and story angles, collaborating with the Philippine Olympic Committee (POC), MVP Sports Foundation

(MVPSF), and National Sports Associations (NSAs). Over three months, the team followed athletes such as Carlos Yulo and EJ Obiena across training sites in the Philippines,

Thailand, and the U.S. Synchronizing schedules and compressing authentic narratives into engaging 20-minute episodes were major challenges, but careful editing ensured each

episode was insightful and compelling.

Key Promotional Activities:

Smart launched various initiatives to amplify reach:

• Media Screening at Smart Headquarters (July 16, 2024): Attended by media, influencers, and sports personalities.

• Exclusive Screening at Shangri-La Plaza (August 2024): Celebrating Filipino Olympians’ achievements.

• Teaser Presentation at the Philippine Olympic Committee’s Send-Off Event (June 2024): Building anticipation for the docuseries.

• Partnership with the French Embassy in Manila: Screening at UP Diliman (July 27, 2024) with a celebratory dinner hosted by Ambassador H.E. Marie Fontanel.

Results and Success Metrics:

‘Puso in Paris 2024’ achieved remarkable results:

• 111M total views across 4,157 content pieces.

• 81M reach and 8.5M viewing hours across platforms.

• 236,000 viewing hours, 120,000 reach, and 2.3M views on the Smart Livestream App.

• Php 20M in incremental revenue from sponsorships and programmatic ads.

• 33 media pickups, earning Php 3.3M in ad values and Php 6.4M in PR values.

Puso in Paris 2024' is more than just a documentary—it is a heartfelt tribute to the unwavering spirit of Filipino athletes and the pride they bring to the Philippines. By showcasing

their struggles, sacrifices, and triumphs, the campaign humanized these athletes, allowing viewers to connect with their journey on a deeply personal level. Through powerful

storytelling, strategic partnerships, and strong audience engagement, PLDT and Smart not only celebrated their achievements but also brought the Olympic spirit closer to every

Filipino, leaving a lasting impact on the nation’s sporting culture.

For this category please provide

An essay of up to 625 words describing the video and the innovative aspect of the video since July 1 2022 that you are nominating, OR a video of

up to five (5) minutes in length illustrating the same. 

A link to the video, which you must attach to your entry through our attachment/link uploading tool as a URL or file upload.

Optionally, you may list creative and production credits for your site - a list of the people and organizations that contribute to its development.

Credits

Jude Michael H. Turcuato

Jovelyn M. Pondevida

Michael P. Atienza

Froi Joshua P. Endaya

Monika Patrice T. Rey

Key partnerships:

MVP Sports Foundation

Philippine Olympic Committee (POC)

National Sports Associations (NSAs).
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