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Entry Title
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Category

C11. Employee of the Year - Agricultural Technology

Employee Nominee Submission Format

Written Answers

a. Briefly describe the nominated non-executive person's employer: the organization's history and past performance (up to 200

words). Required

Valent U.S.A., based in San Ramon, California, is a leading provider of innovative agricultural products and solutions. Founded in 1984, Valent U.S.A. has built a strong reputation
for developing and commercializing crop protection technologies that enhance agricultural productivity and sustainability. The company focuses on delivering solutions that meet the
evolving needs of farmers worldwide, spanning a diverse range of crops from fruits and vegetables to specialty crops and row crops.

Valent U.S.A. is committed to innovation, investing significantly in research and development to bring cutting-edge products to market. Their portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides,
insecticides, and plant growth regulators designed to optimize crop yields while promoting environmental stewardship. Through strategic partnerships and a customer-centric
approach, Valent U.S.A. has consistently adapted to industry trends and regulatory requirements, maintaining a leadership position in the agricultural sector. With a strong emphasis
on sustainability, Valent U.S.A. integrates eco-friendly practices into their operations and product development, aiming to support sustainable farming practices globally.

While the company is innovative in technologies, recently Libby Spellman joined their team, which has also elevated their online communications strategic utilizing technology. Her
efforts have revolutionized the companies communications and transformed the culture into using digital communication tools within the agriculture industry.

b. Outline the nominated non-executive employee's achievements since the beginning of 2022 that you wish to bring to the judges'

attention (up to 250 words). Required

Since the start of 2022, Libby Spellman has been at the forefront of transformative initiatives at Valent U.S.A., significantly advancing communication technology in the agricultural
sector. Her leadership led to the complete overhaul of Valent U.S.A.'s website, focusing on improving user experience and modernizing the digital interface. Notable updates
included new crop pages featuring phenology charts that simplify product timing, bolstering Valent U.S.A.'s digital communications capabilities.

Spellman introduced innovative digital kits that equipped sales representatives with enhanced tools for client engagement, such as dynamic presentations, digital product
guidebooks, and digital business cards. She ensured each representative received personalized training on using the materials. Spellman played a crucial role in amplifying Valent
U.S.A.'s sustainability messaging through strategic digital communications. By integrating interactive elements on Valent.com, she effectively communicated the company's
commitment to sustainability, engaging stakeholders and enhancing transparency in sustainability practices.

Utilizing social platforms, Spellman expanded Valent U.S.A.'s reach and influence in the agricultural community. Her strategic use of social media to promote innovations and
campaigns not only increased engagement but also positioned Valent U.S.A. as a thought leader in sustainable agricultural.

Spellman demonstrated exceptional leadership by organizing an internal event that united communication colleagues from the Valent Group of Companies. The event focused on
digital communication strategies, featuring workshops on technology and AI integration.

Libby Spellman's initiatives have revolutionized communication technologies at Valent U.S.A., reinforcing its dedication to innovation and sustainability. Her leadership continues to
drive growth, solidifying Valent U.S.A.'s leadership in the agricultural industry and enhancing its impact via communications.
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c. Explain why the achievements you have highlighted are unique or significant. If possible compare the achievements to the

performance of other employees or to other workers in your industry and/or to the nominee's past performance (up to 250

words). Required

The achievements highlighted by Libby Spellman at Valent U.S.A. are both unique and significant due to their comprehensive impact on enhancing digital communication and
sustainability initiatives within the agricultural sector. Spellman's leadership in redesigning Valent U.S.A.'s website and introducing innovative digital kits equipped with versatile tools
has revolutionized how sales representatives engage with clients. This initiative not only modernized client interactions but also streamlined sales processes, leading to improved
efficiency and customer satisfaction.

Moreover, Spellman's strategic focus on sustainability messaging through digital campaigns has set Valent U.S.A. apart. By effectively communicating the company's dedication to
sustainability through compelling narratives and interactive elements on Valent.com, Spellman has enhanced Valent U.S.A.'s reputation and resonance with environmentally
conscious consumers. This approach not only differentiates Valent U.S.A. from competitors but also aligns the company with global trends towards eco-friendly agricultural
practices.

Comparatively, Spellman's achievements stand out within the industry for their holistic approach to leveraging technology to drive both sales effectiveness and sustainability
initiatives. Few employees have successfully integrated digital transformation with sustainability messaging at such a scale and impact. Spellman's past performance underscores
her ability to innovate and lead in dynamic environments, continually pushing boundaries to achieve organizational goals.

Overall, Libby Spellman's achievements at Valent U.S.A. represent a unique blend of technological innovation, strategic communication, and sustainability leadership that has
positioned Valent U.S.A. as a forward-thinking leader in the agricultural industry. Her contributions not only elevate the company's profile but also inspire industry peers to adopt
similar progressive approaches.

d. Reference any attachments of supporting materials throughout this nomination and how they provide evidence of the claims you

have made in this nomination (up to 250 words). Optional

In support of Libby Spellman's nomination, links including below demonstrate evidence of the redesigned Valent U.S.A. website, showcasing improved user experience and
modernized digital interface. These materials highlight specific enhancements such as streamlined navigation, responsive design for mobile accessibility, and user-friendly features
that optimize engagement with customers and stakeholders.

Additionally, the digital kits introduced under Spellman's leadership are documented with sample presentations, sales collateral templates, and testimonials from sales
representatives. These materials demonstrate how the digital tools have empowered sales teams to deliver more impactful presentations, thereby enhancing client relationships and
driving sales growth.

Furthermore, attached digital campaign reports provide metrics and analytics showing the effectiveness of Spellman's sustainability messaging efforts. These reports include
engagement rates, reach, and feedback from environmentally conscious consumers, illustrating how Spellman's strategic initiatives have strengthened Valent U.S.A.'s reputation as
a sustainability leader in the agricultural industry.

Overall, these supporting materials provide tangible evidence of Spellman's achievements in advancing communication technology and sustainability at Valent U.S.A., validating the
claims made in this nomination regarding her leadership, innovation, and impact on the organization.

Webpage Link

www.valent.com (http://www.valent.com)

Would you like to add an additional webpage link?

Yes

Webpage Link 2

https://www.valent.com/sustainability/sustainable-growing-solutions/sustainability-criteria (https://www.valent.com/sustainability/sustainable-growing-solutions/sustainability-criteria)

Would you like to add an additional webpage link?

Yes

Webpage Link 3

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/806411887/ (https://online.flippingbook.com/view/806411887/)

Would you like to add an additional webpage link?

Yes

Web Page Link 4

https://www.facebook.com/WeAreValentUSA (https://www.facebook.com/WeAreValentUSA)

Would you like to add an additional webpage link?

Yes

Web Page Link 5

https://www.twitter.com/valentusa (https://www.twitter.com/valentusa)

Would you like to add an additional webpage link?

Yes

Web Page Link 6

https://www.linkedin.com/company/valent-usa/ (https://www.linkedin.com/company/valent-usa/)

http://www.valent.com/
https://www.valent.com/sustainability/sustainable-growing-solutions/sustainability-criteria
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/806411887/
https://www.facebook.com/WeAreValentUSA
https://www.twitter.com/valentusa
https://www.linkedin.com/company/valent-usa/


Would you like to add an additional webpage link?

Yes

Web Page Link 7

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/636637072/ (https://online.flippingbook.com/view/636637072/)

Would you like to add an additional webpage link?

No

Supporting Document

Download File (https://stevies-tech.secure-

platform.com/file/67993/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo2Nzk5MywiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJGYWxzZSIsImlnbm9y

2CfOLZeF6z-JH3MUcr7NuY?Valent%20USA%20digital%20communication%20Updates.pdf)

Would you like to add an additional supporting document?

No
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