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a. Briefly describe the organization that achieved the nominated technology
breakthrough: its history and past performance (up to 200 words). Required

Microsoft has established itself as a global technology leader with decades of innovation across enterprise software,
cloud services, and data platforms. With a market capitalization exceeding $3 trillion, Microsoft continues to pioneer
transformative solutions that reshape how organizations leverage data in the digital age.

The company's flagship Microsoft Fabric platform represents a comprehensive analytics solution unifying data
engineering, science, and business intelligence. Built on OnelLake, Microsoft's cloud-scale data lake architecture,
Fabric provides a centralized repository for data assets while delivering enterprise-grade performance and
governance capabilities essential for modern data estates.

Microsoft's strategic investment in data interoperability has positioned the company at the forefront of multi-cloud
innovation. Through advanced metadata virtualization technologies, Microsoft has created seamless connectivity
between Fabric and leading platforms including Snowflake, Google Cloud, and AWS. This approach has delivered
remarkable performance improvements while maintaining industry-leading reliability.

Through open-source contributions and integration with industry-standard data formats, Microsoft has demonstrated
commitment to an open ecosystem while managing petabyte-scale data with zero downtime deployment. This
approach has expanded Microsoft's market reach, cementing its position as a trusted leader in cloud-native data
solutions.

b. Outline the nominated technology breakthrough. Be sure to describe it in terms
that someone with limited knowledge of the technology can understand and
appreciate (up to 250 words). Required

Revolutionary Data Platform Integration

Piyush Dubey has engineered a groundbreaking technological solution that transforms how businesses access and
manage their data across different cloud platforms. His innovation eliminates the traditional barriers that forced
companies to choose between different data storage providers, creating a unified experience that works seamlessly
across Amazon S3, Google Cloud Storage, Azure Data Lake Storage, and Azure Blob Storage.

Performance Excellence & Cost Optimization

The technical breakthrough delivers extraordinary performance improvements, reducing conversion times from over
18 seconds to under 3 seconds while maintaining industry-leading benchmarks of 100% availability and 99.9%
reliability. This low-latency API layer virtualizes metadata, significantly reducing storage costs while providing users
with a native data storage experience at the petabyte scale.

Financial & Market Impact

Piyush Dubey's innovation has generated $2 million in additional annual revenue for Microsoft. With contributions to
the open-source XTable project and driving large-scale integration of open-source data formats such as Apache
Iceberg and Delta Lake.

Leadership & Strategic Execution

As project lead, Dubey orchestrated a cross-functional team and implemented a phased rollout strategy, ensuring zero

downtime deployment. His custom authentication framework protects against cyber threats while maintaining high
system availability. This initiative has solidified Microsoft Fabric's position as a truly interoperable data platform,
empowering enterprises with flexibility, performance, and security at an unprecedented scale.
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c. Explain why the technology breakthrough you have highlighted is unique or
significant (up to 250 words). Required

Piyush Dubey's achievements represent a rare combination of technical innovation and strategic business impact that
distinguishes him from typical technology executives. While most senior engineers focus on single-platform solutions,
Piyush Dubey architected a comprehensive interoperability framework that bridges multiple cloud ecosystems,
including Snowflake, Google Cloud, and AWS simultaneously.

His performance optimization results demonstrate exceptional technical mastery, achieving conversion time
reductions from over 18 seconds to under 3 seconds while maintaining 99.9% system reliability. Most technology
leaders struggle to achieve such dramatic improvements without compromising system stability, yet Piyush Dubey
delivered both speed and reliability at a petabyte scale.

Distinctive Achievements

Piyush Dubey's accomplishments encompass revenue generation of $2 million in additional annual revenue through
technical innovation, while achieving sub-second data access across multiple cloud platforms. His work increased
customer adoption by over 10% through governance capabilities and enabled GDPR and CCPA compliance through
advanced sensitivity labeling. Unlike many executives who work in isolation, he contributed to the XTable Apache
project while driving proprietary solutions, demonstrating open-source leadership. His technical excellence delivered
over 30% improvement in system reliability, setting new industry standards for multi-cloud data integration.

Conclusion

Unlike executives who focus solely on internal systems or single-vendor solutions, Piyush Dubey's multi-platform
approach and measurable business outcomes position him as a transformational technology leader. His ability to
combine technical excellence with strategic business value while contributing to open-source initiatives demonstrates
the comprehensive impact that defines truly breakthrough technological achievements.

d. Reference any attachments of supporting materials throughout this nomination
and how they provide evidence of the claims you have made in this nomination (up to
250 words). Optional

Piyush Dubey’s work at Microsoft has set a new benchmark in data interoperability and governance within the
enterprise technology landscape, making him a standout candidate for the Technology Breakthrough of the Year.
Leading the architecture and execution of metadata virtualization for Microsoft Fabric, Dubey enabled seamless
integration with major platforms such as Snowflake, Google Cloud, and AWS. This achievement aligns with the
industry’s push for open, cross-platform data solutions, as highlighted in Microsoft’s expanded partnership with
Snowflake and the joint Microsoft-Google-OneTable initiative. His innovations delivered sub-second data access at
petabyte scale, reduced conversion times from 18 seconds to under 3 seconds, and increased system reliability to

over 99.9%, directly reflecting the performance and scalability benchmarks discussed in recent Microsoft Fabric blogs.

Piyush Dubey’s leadership in developing the OnelLake Table Preview API further advanced enterprise data
governance, enabling features like data sensitivity labeling and GDPR/CCPA compliance. This contribution is echoed
in the extension of Microsoft Purview’s data loss prevention policies to Fabric Lakehouses, as reported in official
Microsoft communications. The resulting impact—a more than 10% increase in customer adoption and $2 million in
annual revenue growth—demonstrates how Dubey’s work not only meets but exceeds the standards set by these
high-profile collaborations and media announcements. His ability to bridge technical complexity with real-world
business impact exemplifies the excellence required for this prestigious recognition.
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